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SEPTA
approves
Reading
rail line
The $1.4 billion Schuylkill

in use by 2007 Studies and
hearings will be conducted,

Iy Julie Stoiber
AU INER = TAFF Witk

A speedy new train Ene that
could carry up 1o 50,000 passengers
a day between Philadelphia and
Reading, and help alleviate traffic
congestwn in fasi-developing Mont-
emery and Chesier Countles,
moved & step chser to reality yes-
terday when the SEPTA board ap-
proved the 514 Billon project

The transit agency now can pro-
veed with enginecring studies and
pabdic hearings for the 62-mile
schuyikall Valley Metrorail. It also
can apply for Federal Transin Ad-
muims eateon funding. a highty com-
peldeve process o wlich i will wk-
mately v with projects in more
tham 40 other cities

"Thas 15 o giant step o the pro-
cess,” REPTA  general manager
Julm Ko Leary Jre snd afer the
vole

SEFTA = looking 1o the Tederal
government 1o fund 20 percent af
ther progect, wath the rest of the mon
v comng from the sie

Unnstrui it a8 ¢xpecied to begin

Cn HHRL with the system up and run.
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